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2 Major Forums Planned for Fall, 2009

When you think about the future in New London, how do you evaluate the city’s long
history? What critical historic resources continue to influence our lives today?
o The first ferry to cross the Thames on a regular basis began with a dug-out

canoe in 1651.

e Whaling may be gone but our location on the Thames River with easy ac-
cess to Long Island Sound and the Atlantic Ocean remains.

e Religious life in the city began with the first Meeting House in 1646 and the
importance of religious structures to the community peaked in the mid-
1800s with the construction of beautiful churches gracing our streets today.

e The luxury steamboats carrying passengers along the coast from New York
to Boston have vanished but Amtrak and Cross Sound Ferry ensure that
New London is still the regional transportation center.

New London Landmarks is planning two public forums on topics of major impor-

tance for New London’s future.

In October we will convene a Transit Oriented Development Forum; this
event will provide an opportunity for the public to learn about the recommendations of
the Transportation Study from some of the participants in the study.

In December we will present a forum on Our Sacred Spaces led by Elizabeth
Terry of Partners for Sacred Places, a national, non-sectarian, non-profit organization
devoted to helping congregations and their communities sustain and actively use older

and historic sacred places.

Transit Oriented Development

Our Sacred Spaces

The key to Transit Oriented Development
(TOD) is the ability to provide a variety of
transportation options within a walkable dis-
tance of each other. Transportation planning
and preservation share the common goal of
enhancing quality of life, with safer, more effi-
cient transportation options for business and
pleasure. Ideally, the center is a large historic
building that can provide the various amenities
needed by the travelling public.

The travelling public covers a wide variety
of transit needs from commuters requiring
speedy, reliable service to tourists, seniors,
children and the general public who wish for
safe, convenient, and moderately priced travel.

Destination is important. Linking residents
with their jobs and providing a variety of his-
toric, cultural, shopping and entertainment
options will create a destination for regional
tourism.

Continued on page 2

Whatever your religious beliefs, the
churches of New London have played a vital
role in the life of the city. The Congregational
Church was organized in 1650 when a Rev.
Blinman and about 50 followers were invited
to Pequot Plantation. It remained the spiritual
hub of the community until 1725 when a
group of local men established the Church of
England, challenging the religious monopoly of
the Congregationalists.

The first Episcopal church building was on
the Parade—a plaque marks the space—and
was destroyed during the burning of New
London by Benedict Arnold in 1781.

By the mid-1800s New London was the
nation’s second most important whaling port
and the city prospered. Wealthy benefactors
contracted with noted architects to build
structures worthy of the city’s economic
prominence.

Continued on page 2







