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Icons along City Streets

Every church is a landmark in the streetscape, a place of neighborhood
. memories where the stained glass windows, carved stone and other
:decorative features are a testament to the congregations who built
them. With this Sacred Spaces project, Landmarks wants to call atten-
| tion to these historic buildings suggesting a community responsibility to
t enjoy and maintain them as significant features along our downtown
streets. Each church is part of New London’s cultural life.

The Sacred Spaces Forum to be held at the Second Congregational
Church on Tuesday, January 12, 2010, will be led by Elizabeth
Terry, Educational Director for the national, non-sectarian organization,

Partners for Sacred Places. Ms. Terry will provide information on

programs developed to help religious organizations assess their facilities, establish their most
critical maintenance issues and find the expertise to plan and budget for the necessary work.

They also help plan the next essential step: finding the funding to pay for it! This is information
that all citizens of New London, government officials, business leaders and residents should find
interesting. If there is a church in your neighborhood you can be sure it is providing a range of
community services you may not be aware of. There is also a high probability that the historic
building, constructed with care and fine craftsmanship, is in need.

Local, State and Federal grant funds are in short supply for the maintenance of any historic
structure and limitations on grants for religious structures are high. As David Bahlman, Director
of the Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office says, “...the preservation of religious struc-
tures is the toughest of all preservation issues.”

State Street Walk

Antientest Buriall Ground

Saturday, September 26, Meet at 11:00
am in front of Union Station for a new view
of State Street as a result of the Parade Plaza
reconstruction. Historic buildings are re-
vealed, providing a new perspective on New
London’s primary business street. Sally Ryan
leads the tour reviewing the history as State
Street evolved from a residential neighbor-
hood into a busy commercial district. Follow-
ing the walk, a PowerPoint presentation at
Landmarks office expands your view of the
street with historic photos of State Street
development. Wealthy city businessmen
hired nationally recognized architects for the
design of many of the most significant build-
ings. Their pride in the city created a legacy
for everyone to enjoy today as a revival of
the street takes place.

Suggested donation: $5.00

Sally Ryan and Lance Mayer will repeat
their popular tour of the Antientest Buriall
Ground on Saturday, October 31, (Rain
Date Sun. Nov. |) Reservations Only: $20.00

Space is limited for this guided tour of the
oldest burial ground in the area. Laid out by
city founder John Winthrop on a beautiful
hillside overlooking the river, the ancient
stones tell many stories of early New London
life and the families who laid the foundations
for the city we enjoy today.
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