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    New London has amazing geographical advantages that have blessed the city since 1646. The wide 
and deep Thames River shelters ships from the ravages of the stormy Atlantic, its steep banks allowed 
early sailing vessels to tie up directly to the shore. Bountiful woodlands provided great trees for ship 
building. With the arrival of railroads, city fathers proudly hired a nationally renowned architect, Henry 
Hobson Richardson, to design Union Station. They realized this new form of transportation, connecting 
with maritime travel, would be a life-line for city economics. 
     Today New London is embarked on a Regional Intermodal Transportation Study to plan for new 
transportation needs of a traveling public. Expanding public transportation, creating an efficient and 
comfortable center to connect rail, ferry, bus, auto and pedestrian needs is critical to the success of 
public transportation in the future. 
    This is not a new idea for New London. The city has been the center of regional transportation since 
a dug-out canoe began transporting people across the river in the 1650s. As the steam engine replaced 
wind power,  new ferries, coastal steamships and the railroad created an extensive transportation net-
work in New London in the mid-to-late1800s, bringing economic prosperity to the entire region.  
     In 1865, the Thames Tow Boat company built two sets of Marine Railways to haul out and repair 
large sea-going vessels, creating an additional economic factor for New London’s busy port facilities. 
The company continues today as part of Cross Sound Ferry operations.   

     The construction of the 
railroad bridge across the 
Thames in 1889 completed 
the most modern rail con-
nections from New York to 
Boston. At a cost of 
$1,400,000 it was the long-
est double-track drawbridge 
in the world and immedi-
ately became a symbol of 
new economic hope for 
New London. 
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New London Landmarks Annual Meeting 
Thursday, February 19, 2009 

 
City News, 68 State Street  

5:00—7:00 pm 
 

City Sites 
How do you see the city?  

Come for a look at various views . . . 
 and viewpoints 

 

2008 AWARDS: 
 

Restoration Award — Clifford Stone Award—Rescue Award—
Volunteer Award— 2009 Most Endangered List 




