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New London Designated a Preserve American City

Thanks to Bruce Hyde, Director of New London’s Office of Development and Planning, and
a grant written by Cara Pianka, the city of New London has won the designation of a
“Preserve America Community” which honors the city’s efforts to preserve historic and
cultural resources.
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This is a federal program designed to encourage and support community efforts to preserve
and enjoy America’s priceless cultural and natural heritage. The goals of the program are to
strengthen regional identities, increase a sense of place and local pride in the designated communities
and increase local participation in preserving the communities’ cultural and natural heritage assets.

The public and private efforts to restore a building built by Captain Harris in 1844 was the
focus of the grant application. Captain Harris was a member of one of New London’s prominent
whaling families and the building, known as the Harris Building, was originally used as a ship’s provision
store and crew’s quarters.

In 1996 it was slated for demolition—
to become a parking lot for a bank. Sound
familiar? Many members of the community
went to work to save the building, known for
being the venue of New London’s annual Hygi-
enic Arts Festival. Hygienic Art, Inc. mobilized
to save the building and create art galleries
and artist’s studios, a focus for the growing
arts community in the city. As the building was [§
already listed on the National Register of His- [
toric Buildings, community activists were able
to enlist a wide variety of support. The State’s J#
Attorney General’s Office, The National Trust
for Historic Preservation, and local granting
organizations along with thousands of private
donors and volunteers joined the effort. It was
this wide-ranging public and private support that enabled the project to meet the requirements of the
Preserve America committee.

The Preserve America program recognizes communities that protect and celebrate their
heritage, use their historic assets for economic development, and community revitalization, and en-
courage people to experience and appreciate local historic resources through education and heritage
tourism programs.

“Sustainable historic preservation is a wise investment in the future, not a cost for maintain-
ing the past. Communities and the nation receive significant economic, educational, and cultural
benefits, including heritage tourism, in return for their preservation efforts,” said John L. Nau, III,
chairman of the Advisory Council of Historic Preservation, which administers Preserve America pro-
grams for the White House in cooperation with the Department of the Interior.
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